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"But what if we had to give them up for the sake of
a principle?"

"Oh yes, we would, if we had to compromise our
principle. Our principle is defined as I have shown already."

A Wrong Analogy

"If, as you have said, Polish resistance to the German
invasion was almost non-violent, and you would thus
seemj:o reconcile yourself with it, why do you object to the
Wardha resolution of the Working Committee?"

"Surely," said Gandhiji, "there is no analogy between
the two cases. If a man fights with his sword single-handed
against a horde of dacoits armed to the teeth, I should
say he is fighting almost non-violently. Haven't I said to
our women that, if in defence of their honour they used
their nails and teeth and even a dagger, I should regard
their conduct non-violent? She does not know the dis-
tinction between Himsa and Ahimsa. She acts spontaneously.
Supposing a mouse in fighting a cat tried to resist the
cat with his sharp beak, would you call that mouse \iolent?
In the same way, for the Poles to stand valiantly against
the German hordes vastly superior in numbers, military
equipment and strength, was almost non-violence- I should
not mind repeating that statement over and over again.
You must give its full value to the word * almost*. But we
are 400 millions here. If we were to organize a big army
and prepare ourselves to fight foreign aggression, how could
we by any stretch of imagination call ourselves almost
non-violent, let alone non-violent? The Poles were un-
prepared for the way in which the enemy swooped down
upon them. When we talk of armed preparation, we con-
template preparation to meet any violent combination
with our superior violence. If India ever prepared herself
that way, she would constitute the greatest menace to
world peace. For, if we take that path, we will also have
to choose the path of exploitation like the European nations.
That is why I still regret the moment when my words
lacked the power of convincing the Sardar and Rajaji. By
having passed that resolution we proclaimed to the world